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Marr. X. 16. 


Behold, I fend you forth as Sheep in the | 


midft of Wolves : be ye therefore wiſe 
as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves, 


Charge which our Blefſed Lord deli- 
vered to the firſt Labourers He ſent 


T* ESE Words are taken from the 


forth into his Harveſt. The Former Part of 


them, and the Verſes immediately following, 
are ſo peculiarly expreſſive of the Dangers and 
Diſtreſſes which attended them in their Conflict 


with the Principalities and Powers of the 


World, that one would at firſt Sight be tempt- 
ed to think, they were calculated only for the 
Seaſon of Perſecution, and could not be with 
Propriety apply'd to ſucceeding Miniſters in 
more peaceful Times of the Church. —How- 
ever, a very little Conſideration will ſhew us that 
the Fate of Chriſtian Teachers in every Age is 
not ſo far unlike that of the firſt Planters of the 
Goſpel, but that all of them at their Miſſion 


may fitly enough be ſaid to be ſent forth as Sheep 


in the midſt of Wolves. — Since the Times of the 
Apoſtles there never have been wanting grievous 
A Wolves 


as — — — . — 


g 1 

Wolves devouring the Flock : Hereſies and falſe 
Doctrines have been the peculiar Growth of 
ſome Ages: Enthufiaſm and Ignorance have 
triumphed over Truth and Sobernefs in others : 
And for a very long Succeſſion of Time, Chrif- 
tianity was ſo much obſcured and defaced by the 
Inventions of Men, that it has been difficult to 
diſcern it's Genuine Beauty. | 

It would by no means be an unpleaſing or an 
uſeleſs Speculation, were we to take a View of 
the Chriſtian Miniſtry contending with ſome or 
other of theſe Difficulties in all Ages; and to 
trace through every Period of Eccleſiaſtical Hif- 
tory, the Riſe and Progreſs of the various Events 
that have diſturbed the Peace, or threaten'd to 
ſap the Foundations, of the Church of Chriſt. 
Such Diſquiſitions certainly merit our Attention, 
and will afford us much Inſtruction. They are 
however rather to be the Subject of private Con- 
templation and Enquiry, and cannot well be 
treated of in a Diſcourſe of this Kind: It will 
be, I truſt, more uſeful, and more proper for 
ſuch an Audience as this, where many Perſons 
are preparing themſelves for the Office of Prieſt- 
hood, if we conſider how far the Words of the 
Text may be applicable, and what Inſtruction 
they may afford to thoſe who are at preſent en- 
gaged in, or deſign to undertake, the Work of 
the Miniſtry, This will in ſome Degree appear, 
if we, 


Firſt, Enumerate ſome of the principal Difſi- 
culties which we may naturally expect in the 


Diſcharge 
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Diſcharge of our Office from the prevailing 
Manners and Faſhions of the Times; and then 
we may conſider, 


Secondly, How neceſſary the Advice contained 
in the latter Part of the Text is for regulating 
our Conduct, and enabling us to preſerve our 
Integrity in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
Generation.—Bebold, I ſend you forth as Sheep in 
the midſt of Wolves : be ye therefore wiſe as Ser- 
pents, and harmleſs as Doves. | 


The firſt and moſt ſtriking View of the pre- 
ſent Times preſents us with the Proſpe& of a 
People ſinking by Degrees from the manly Vir- 
tue, Wiſdom, and Frugality of their Anceſtors, 
into the Dregs of Folly, Effeminacy, and Ex- 
travagance : Not to inſiſt on the moſt atrocious 
Crimes which too commonly paſs uncenſur'd 
under the Notion of Spirit and Gallantry, nor 
on that faſhionable Kind of Robbery which pre- 
vails daily to the Ruin of whole Families; even 
amongſt thoſe who are not arriv'd to the higheſt 
Pitch of ſinful or ruinous Pleaſures, expenſive 
Feaſts and trifling Amuſements ſeem too often 
to make up almoſt the whole Buſineſs of Life ; 
and it is look'd upon as no ordinary Degree of 
Merit if a Man is ingenious enough to add any 
Improvement to Luxury, or can luckily intro- 
duce a new Folly into the Circle of publick Di- 
verſions, Were it not for the Miſchief that the 
Community ſuffers from hence, it would be 


pleaſant enough to obſerve the ridiculous Lengths 
| A 2 which 
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which this infatiable Love of Pleaſure leads Men 
into; any Abſurdity may be brought into vogue 
if it comes recommended by the Charms of 
Pleaſure and of Novelty. But all Diſpoſitions to 
Mirth or Pleaſantry on the Occaſion will ſoon 
be check'd, if we reflect that amidſt this F olly 
every Thing ſerious is well nigh loſt ; — that it 
is with Reluctance the moſt important Concerns 
in Life are attended to :—that Religion and pub- 
lick Virtue are frequently made a Jeſt of ;—the 
moſt reſpectable Characters treated with Con- 
tempt, and Chriſtian Converſation branded with 
the hard Names of Cant and Hypocriſy, A 
bad Proſpect this for a Preacher of the Goſpel. 

— When the People ſpend their Time in nothing 
elſe but to tell or to hear ſome new Thing, he muſt 
expect that when he /hall preach Jeſus and the 
__— from the Dead ſome will mock, and 
others put off the Conſideration of theſe Matters 
to another Seaſon. He will probably, among 
theſe People, find to his Mortification that ſe- 
rious Diſcourſes will appear to his Audience 
but as idle Tales, nor can he flatter himſelf that 
he ſhall, without great Difficulty, awaken thoſe 
Men to a Senſe of their Duty who, from an 
habitual Attention to Pleaſure, have learnt to 
look on every Event with Indifference, however 
alarming it be, unleſs it immediately affects their 
preſent Enjoyments. 

Pleaſure being confeſſedly the Characteriſtical 
Fault of the Age, and Love of Novelty, of 
courſe, the ruling Paſſion, it is not wonderful 
that the Miniſters of God' s Word ſhould find a 

ſecond 


— 


—— 
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ſecond and main Difficulty, from being obliged 
to combat with a Variety of new and ſtrange 
Doctrines. — The firſt Planters of the Goſpel 
found it a very hard Matter to overcome the 
general Prejudice of Mankind in favour of their 
old Cuſtoms and Laws. Such a Partiality is not 
to be wonder'd at; Men have uſually been ſcru- 
pulouſly tenacious even of the Errours of their 
Anceſtors —When the People have iching 
Ears Times will alter in this reſpect, and ac- 
cordingly the general Voice of Prejudice is in 
favour of new Opinions, and ſtrongly againſt all 
that have been eſtabliſh'd. Hence every malign 
Inſinuation to the Prejudice of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion 1s ſure to meet with Applauſe ; it's very 
Antiquity, which is at leaſt a preſumptive Argu- 
ment in it's Favour, is ſufficient to make ſome 
People averſe to it, and any new Opinion will 
meet with an implicit Reception from the ſame, 
Set of Men, for the very Reaſon that it's Truth 
ought moſt juſtly to be ſuſpected. This is per- 
haps the Reaſon why we ſee the Truth of 
Chriſt's Religion denied by open Enemies, and 
it's fundamental Doctrines continually attacked 
by pretended Friends. Hereſies long ago con- 
futed, and, it was hop'd, finally extirpated, have 
in this Age been reviv'd with great Succeſs : --- 
It is only to dreſs them up in a new Form, that 
they may look like modern Inventions, and there 
are never wanting thoſe who will readily ſub+ 

ſcribe to them. 
It happens unfortunately too that the ſame 
Cauſe which has made this Poiſon abound _ 
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made it more deadly. Arguments againſt Reli- 
gion are urged with great Advantage to thoſe 
whoſe Intereſt it is to wiſh thoſe Arguments 
well founded. A bold Aſſertion will with ſuch 
Men pals for irrefragable Proof, and any tri- 
fling Objection will have Weight with thoſe 
who will not be at the Pains to look into an 
Anſwer. 

Pleaſure and Infidelity have fpread themſelves 
very wide and among many Ranks of People, 
but it is hop'd they have not yet deſcended in 
any great Degree to the lower Sort; at leaſt to 
ſuch of them as are removed from the buſy 
Part of Life.--Yet amongſt theſe Men a Teacher 
of God's Word will oftentimes find very great 
Difficulties. Thoſe who have experienced the 
Tgnorance and Obſtinacy that are frequently to 
be met with in more remote Places, know that 
from thence ariſe much Trouble and Vexation 
to their Teachers. Theſe Things indeed arg not 
peculiar to the Times ; they have been felt and 
complained of at all Seaſons, but it is to be 
fear'd that they have gain'd additional Force 
from the Complexion of the Age. If it is ob- 
ſerv'd that a Diſregard for Religion prevails 
among Men of Rank and Figure, the lower 
Claſs will be likely enough to follow their Ex- 
ample, will learn to diſregard and deſpiſe 2ho/e 
who care for their Souls; and from their low 
Education will contract ſuch untoward Habits 
as may make their Paſtor's Life very uncom- 
fortable, 

Again: 
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Again: The conſcientious Miniſter will find 
his Endeavours for the Salvation of Men ſenſi- 
bly obſtructed at ſome Seaſons, by the Fury of 
Faction, and the dreadful Conſequences of poli- 
tical Conteſts. Diſputes of this Kind are the 
natural Parents of uncharitable Strife and Ani- 
moſity, which too often end in a ſettled Malice, 
Hatred, and ill Will, deſtructive of that Love, 
Foy, and Peace, which are the diſtinguiſhing 
Marks of a Chriſtian's CharaQter.---Nor is this 
all; in thoſe Seaſons of Confuſion, Luxury, In- 
temperance and Debauchery are not only 
thought innocent but even laudable, and a blind 
Attachment to the Intereſt of a Party ſupplies 
the Place of every Virtue. The Chriſtian Miniſ- 
ter who is unluckily fituated in the midſt of 
theſe Tumults will have enough to do to avoid 
giving Offence by his own Conduct, and muſt 
beſides labour to re-eſtabliſh a Spirit of Benevo- 
lence amongſt Men whoſe Sentiments are con- 
tracted by the narrow Spirit of Party, and muſt 
take all the Care he can that the temporary 
Gratifications of Riot and Luxury do not form 
themſelves, in the lower People eſpecially, into 
ſettled Habits of Intemperance, Idleneſs, and 
Debauchery. 

The Poverty of the inferior Clergy is another 
great Obſtacle to their Labours. It makes them 
appear contemptible to unthinking People, and 
of courſe lefſens the Influence of their Precepts 
and their Examples. Beſides, Diſtreſs is a ſore 
Trial of their Integrity, and lays them under 
{ſtrong Temptations to mean Actions and ſordid 

Compliances, 


(8) 
Compliances. At leaſt; it will diſpoſe Them 
to Murmuring and Complaints, make Them diſ- 
contented in their Stations, and conſequently leſs 
vigorous and active in the Diſcharge of their 
Office. This again is not a Difficulty peculiar 
to the Age, but is probably more ſeverely felt 
now than ever it was; Pleaſure, and Expence 
which is the natural Conſequence of it, have 
produc'd a Venality among the People of this 
Age unheard of in former Times. Hence Eccle- 
fiaſtical Benefices begin to be conſider'd as mere 
Matters of Property, and are, it is fear'd, too of- 
ten diſpos d of for private or lucrative Conſide- 
rations. --- By this means want of Fortune is a 
Bar to the Hopes of indigent Merit, whilſt the 
faſhionable Expences of the Age make a proper 
Appearance more burthenſome than ever. 


T have now, as I propos'd, gone thro' ſome 
of the principal Difficulties attending the miniſ- 
terial Office in the preſent Age. Let us pro- 
ceed in the ſecond Place to conſider how Diſcre- 
tion will regulate our Conduct, and enable us 
to do our Duty in the ſeveral Circumſtances 
above mention'd. 


Men of Pleaſure may be properly enough di- 
vided into two Claſſes. --- Some there are who 
have drank ſo deep of the Cup of Folly, as to 
be almoſt incapable of ſerious Reflection, or of 
attending to Admonition ; the Voice of Con- 
ſcience is quite ſtifled ; they are not only loſt to 
Religion, but to the Charities of Nature, and in 

one 
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one Word, ſcarcely ſuperior to the Beaſts that pe- 
ib. In ſuch a State wholſome Advice is vain : 
To talk with ſuch Men on the Subjects of Divine 
Truths, is manifeſtly to cat Pearls before Stine, 
who will not fail to turn again and rend us. — 
When this therefore is notoriouſly the Caſe, the 
Miniſter of God's Word will deſpair of Succeſs, 
and abandon ſuch wicked Men to follow their 
own Devices, and to reap the certain Fruits of 
ſuch Iniquity; Shame and Wretchedneſs in this 
Life, and Torment in the next.—Unleſs God 
Almighty, mercifully ſevere, ſhould ſend ſome 
kind Affliction which may make them think 
ſeriouſly of the Errours of their ConduRt.---Af- 


flictions will, if any Thing, convince them 


that this World 7s not their Reſt. It is almoſt 
natural for Men to call upon God in Time of 
Trouble; in ſuch Seaſons if the Mind be in any 
_— tender and ſuſceptible of religious Im- 
pretions, the watchful Miniſter may find Op- 
portunities of preſſing home, and with great 
Advantage, the comfortable Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, the ſureſt Refuge in Time of Diſtreſs, 
our only Hope in the Day of Trouble. Should 
the Sinner hearken to theſe Things he will find 
much Cauſe for Confuſion and for Comfort : 
He will be confounded when he reflects on the 
Vanity of his former Purſuits, and the little Sa- 
tisfaction he has reap'd from a Life of Pleaſure ; 
and above all when he thinks how much he 
hath offended his God : He will be comforted, 
when he conſiders that his Caſe is not deſperate, 
that God is a merciful Being, and that if he 
now 
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now turn from the Wickedneſs which he hath com- 
mitted, and doth that which is lawful and right, he 
may ſtill be happy, may ſtill ſave his Soul alive. 
Should theſe Reflections have due Weight and 
make a laſting Impreſſion, the Miniſter who 
hath thus converted a Sinner from the Error of 
his Way, will have the exquiſite Joy of ſaving a 
_ from Death, and ſhall! hide a Multitude of 
Ins. 

But Reformations of this Kind, though not 
without Example, are I fear very rare ; what- 
ever good Thoughts a Man habituated to Plea- 
ſure may entertain in Time of Affliction, they 
are apt to wear off with the Diſtreſs, and he re- 
turns to his former Courſe of Life e the Dog 
to his Vomit, heedleſs of any good Reſolutions 
which Calamity may have extorted irom him. 
The Approach of Death only will teach him 
better Thoughts. When that awful Hour, the 
Period of human Greatneſs and human Folly, 
comes in View, how will he be able to ſupport 
his drooping Spirits who hath no Foundation in 
himſelf? Human Pride and Obſtinacy will go a 
great Way, but they ſeldom or never ſupport 
themſelves to the laſt: An horrible Dread of 
what is to come overwhelms the Sinner, who 
would now willingly give the whole World, 
were it at his Diſpoſal, to purchaſe that Peace 
and Tranquillity in his laſt Moments, which 
they experience who die the Death of the Righ- 
teous.— The pious Paſtor, if call'd upon, will 
now be witneſs to an affecting Scene indeed! 


a Body worn out with Diſeaſe, and a Mind diſ- 
tracted 
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tracted with the Horrours of Deſpair. And 
though in theſe Circumſtances he can adminiſ- 
ter little Comfort; yet he will not refuſe a 
wretched Brother his friendly Aſſiſtance in his 
laſt Diſtreſs: He will not only beſeech God ear- 
neſtly in his Behalf, but give him ſuch Counſel 
as ſhall ſeem moſt expedient for ſo deſperate 
a Caſe; and, though he dare not pronounce that 
God will accept the faint Efforts of a Deathbed 
Repentance in Atonement for a Life of Guilt, 
he will not encreaſe his Deſpair ; he will leave 
him to God's Mercies through Chriſt, and have 
the Satisfaction of having done his own Duty; 
and from ſuch Examples as theſe (and ſuch 
every Pariſh Prieſt will meet with) a forcible 
Argument may be urg'd to a Second Set of Men, 
who, though they rank under the Claſs of Men 
of Pleaſure, are by no means arriv'd to ſo high 
a Pitch, and it is to be hop'd are by far more 
numerous than thoſe I have mention'd. I mean 
thoſe who are in no Senſe abandon'd Libertines, 
are, at the bottom, Friends to Virtue and Reli- 
gion, but whoſe Gaiety of Temper, Fondneſs 
for Amuſements, or peculiar Set of Company, 
have not ſuffer'd them to think much about Re- 
ligion-— And whoſe Age, Situation in Life, or 
even their too good-natured Compliances have 
not left them quite free from ſome of thoſe 
Vices which are recommended by the addi- 
tional Temptation, ſuch as it is, of Cuſtom or 
Faſhion. | 

Theſe Men are in a very critical Situation, 
and, according to the Turn they take, will be 
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happy or miſerable in themſelves, uſeful or per- 
nicious to Soctety ;--- and, if they are of Rank 
and Diſtinction, may be a Bleſſing or a Curſe to 
their Country. To bring them to a right Way 
of thinking and acting is therefore a Matter of 
no ſmall Importance, and it will require rather 
Art than Labour. --- It will be happy for their 
Teacher if he has, by the Benefit of a liberal 
Education, gain'd ſome Knowledge of the World, 

at leaſt ſo far as to underſtand the proper Man- 
ner of Addreſs. He will then eafily . himſelf 
agreeable to them, and ſo far as he can, conſiſt- 
ently with his Innocence and without giving Of- 
fence, he may freely mix with them in Compa- 
ny and Converſation: Such Perſons he will find 
have often Intervals of ſerious Thoughts; theſe 
he muſt cheriſh, and if he have their Eſteem, 
he will find frequent Opportunities (and he 
muſt neglect none) of reminding them of their 
Duty. He will take care to repreſent to them 
how unworthy a rational Creature a Life ſpent 
in Folly and Trifles is; he will call upon them 
to reflect whether they have yet experienc'd any 
calm and ſolid Happineſs amidſt the Hurry of a 
Circle of Pleaſure ; he will point out from daily 
Experience the natural Tendency of a Life of 
Pleaſure to Poverty, Shame, and Wretchedneſs. 

On the other Hand, he will ſhew the ſtrong 
Connection between Virtue and Happineſs, he 


will diſplay the ſolid, ſubſtantial, and unfading 23 


Pleaſures of Religion. 
Much Miſchief has been done by the Indiſ- 


Cretion of ſome r in this Matter. W 
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has ſuffer'd greatly from the Miſrepreſentations 
of Enthuſiaſts, who have deſerib'd it as a gloomy 
joyleſs and unſocial Syſtem, laying unreaſon- 
able Reſtraints on Mankind, and ſubjecting 
them to great and almoſt intolerable Auſterity. 
And it cannot be denied that ſuch Doctrines 
have ſometimes had a ſurprizing Effect on pe- 
culiar Tempers, and Men have been ſuddenly 
ſtopt in their full Career of Pleaſure by theſe 
Means. But then the Imagination is rather 


wrought upon than the Reaſon, and they have 


run into another Extreme, from Debauchery to 
Enthuſiaſm, and have rather been remarkable 
for the extravagant Flights of Phrenzy, than the 
calm and rational Fruits of genuine Piety. --- 
The prudent Miniſter of God's Word will en- 
deavour to remove any Prejudice that may have 
ariſen againſt Religion thus repreſented, by de- 
ſcribing her in her true and genuine Charms. 
She will be then ſeen not to wear a frightful 
but an inviting Aſpect, not calculated to har- 
raſs and oppreſs, but to enliven and ſupport 
Mankind: Tho' her Appearance be not gay, it is 
directly oppoſite to melancholy.---The Miniſter 
having thus put the Matter in a fair Light, and 
ſhewn, as he eaſily may, that Religion doth 
not hinder but improve all the Pleafures that a 
rational Man ought to deſire, he will next take 
care, eſpecially among the People I am now 
{peaking of, that his own Behaviour be an Il- 
luſtration of his Doctrine. Let him avoid all 
Affectation of Severity and Moroſeneſs, and by 
2 frank, open, and ingenuous Deportment, _ 

83 | | thele 
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theſe Men, that a ſerious and unblamable Con- 
duct, with the ſtricteſt Regard to Decency, may 
be very agreeable ; that they may be ſprightly 
without Buffoonery, lively without Riot, and 
chearful without Levity and Diſſipation: If by 
fuch Conduct and ſuch Admonitions, he can 
prevail on his Hearers to attend God's Ordinan- 
ces, and to reliſh thoſe exquiſite Pleaſures which 
a grateful Mind feels in praiſing God ; that Joy 
which reſults from a Conſciouſneſs of having done 
our Duty, and that pleaſing Serenity and com- 
pos'd Alacrity of Heart which ever attend the 
good Man; the Buſineſs is done: at leaſt there 
is a fair Proſpect that he who hath heretofore 
ſtudy d only to rejoice in the Days of his Youth, 
and let his Heart cheer him in the Days of his 
Youth, and walk'd in the Ways of his own Heart 
and the Sight of his Eyes, will now in earneſt re- 
member his Creator and caſt off the Follies of 
Childhood and Youth before thoſe evil Days draw 
nigh when he will, of courſe, ſay he hath no Plea- 
ure in them. 

Habits of Pleaſure are, it muſt be confeſs'd, 
very bewitching ; and though many may, and 
it is hop'd will, be reform'd in Time by ſome 
ſuch Method as this, yet perhaps it will be im- 
poſſible to ſay that this, or any other Means that 
can be thought of, will be always ſucceſsful in 
removing the ill Effects of a long Cuſtom. The 
ſureſt Way is to prevent ſuch bad Habits from 
taking Root, and this may be done by applying 
with Diligence, and laying proper Reſtraints in 
the early Part of Lite: A Miniſter therefore 

ought 
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ought to exert his utmoſt Diligence in form- 
ing the Minds of Vouth, and laying in their 
tender Vears the ſolid Foundation of Virtue 
and Piety. 

The Growth of Infidelity being in a great 
Meaſure the Conſequence of the Pleaſures of the 
Age, it is manifeſt that whatever tends to pre- 
vent the one, will have a general Tendency to- 
wards hindering the Increaſe of the other. 


However, the almoſt enthuſiaſtick Zeal with | 


which theſe Doctrines of Infidelity are propaga- 
ted by Men who would not be thought Men of 
Pleaſure, is certainly very alarming, and will 
require that the Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould watch 
with the utmoſt Attention over his Flock, and 
preſerve them if poſſible from ſo fatal an In- 
fection.- The Generality of thoſe vaunting Per- 
formances which are intended to- ſubvert the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, are ſo void of Argument or 
even the Shadow of Reaſoning (unleſs pointleſs 
and perſonal Abuſe, or inſipid and blaſphemous 
Raillery be taken for ſuch) that a Man of Senſe 
will think them beneath his Notice ; and yet 
even theſe, if they are found to perplex weaker 
Minds, are not wholly to be neglected. — But, 
not to undervalue our Adverſaries, it is certain 
that the Love of Novelty and Fame hath of late 
Years enliſted ſome truly ingenious Pens into the 
Service of Infidelity. — Such Men are not to be 
deſpis'd ; when Infidels aſſume the Air of Rea- 
ſoners, it will be expected that we be provided 
with our Anſwers. And thanks be to God ſuch 
have never been wanting: To the Honour of 
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the Church of England, and of theſe Seats of 
Learning in particular, ſuch able Advocates have 
ariſen for the Truth, that Chriſtianity has gain'd 
additional Strength from every Controverſy. Each 
Attack of the Goſpel has prov'd a farther Illuſ- 
tation of it's Truth, and every Cavil againſt it's 
Doctrines has conduc'd to the making them 
better underſtood. Thus by the fignal Provi- 
dence of God, whilſt the Waters of Infidelity have 
rag d and ſwell'd, and the Mountains have ſhook 
with the Tempeſt of the ſame ; The Rivers of the 
Flood thereof have made glad the City of God the 
holy Place of the Tabernacle of the Moſt Higheſl.— 
It would be Arrogance in me to pretend to lay 
down Rules for the Management of Controver- 
fies, and it will be needleſs too, as it is certain 
that the Bulk of the Clergy will not, nor need 
they, be concern'd in controverſial Writing. Yet 
all in their reſpective Stations ought to be pro- 
vided with ſuch Armour as may enable them to 
repel the fiery Darts of the wicked one. 

To this End, one ſcarcely need ſay that all 
ſhould take great Care to underſtand well the 
Grounds and Foundation of their Faith in 
Chriſt, and be ready to give a ſatisfactory Ac- 
count of the Hope that is in them. It will be 
neceſſary too that all ſhould endeavour to learn 
a clear and nervous Manner of Expreſſion, and 
farther, that a due Attention be paid to the Art 
of Reaſoning: This will not only enable us to 

ut our own Arguments in a ſtrong and forcible 
n. but to unravel with Eaſe all the Intrica- 


cies of Sophiſtry and Scepticiſm. A Man er 
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real Abilities may without this find himſelf 
embarraſs'd or even filenc'd by a Fallacy, and 
his Adverſary will ſeem to triumph merely from 
a Dexterity in ſhifting the Point in Diſpute, 
and perpetually varying from the Queſtion, 
which a Maſter of Argument knows how to 
guard againſt,  _ | 

It muſt here be obſerv'd, that when we are 
thus prepar'd, it will require ſome Prudence to 
diſtinguiſh the proper Time and Place where 
we may make Uſe of our Weapons with any 
Proſpe& of Advantage. We are certainly not 
to be provok'd to enter into a Diſpute upon 
every idle Cavil, nor can we be oblig'd to anſwer 
every Fool according to his Folly. — Religious 
Diſquiſitions, and eſpecially Religious Diſputes, 
are not to be enter'd upon without great Cau- 
tion. None ſhould be officious and forward in 
introducing the Subject in common Converſa- 
tion, or where it is only to ſupply the Place of 
ordinary Topicks of Diſcourſe. And if in mix'd 
Company it be introduc'd, and a Diſpoſition to 
hear the Words of Truth and Soberneſs be mani- 
feſtly wanting, it will generally, if not always, 
be prudent in us to keep Silence, or, if need be, 
to retire; for beſides that the Circumſtances we 
are in are notoriouſly improper for ſuch Conver- 
ſation, Diſputants of the Kind we ſhall there 
meet with never aim at a fair Enquiry after 
Truth, but at ſatisfying an impertinent Curioſi- 
ty; never deſire Information or Conviction ſo 
much as to diſplay their Ingenuity, their Wit, or 
Raillery, on a Subject that is not to be — 

C © 
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of but with Reverence.—There may be how- 
ever Times and Places which common Senſe 
will beſt diſtinguiſh, where in moſt ſelect Com- 
panies we may be fairly call'd upon to enter in- 
to Argument, either for the Sake of ſatisfying 
Men's real Doubts, or leſt ſome well-meaning 
Perſon ſhould conclude Arguments unanſwer- 
able merely for Want of ſome Reply. In theſe 
Caſes we are to ſhew ourlelves faithful Soldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt by defending the Truth of his 
holy Religion with ſound Argument, Coolneſs, 
and good Manners. 

In the next Place, in order to ſtop the Growth 
of Infidelity, it will be prudent upon all proper 
Occaſions to enlarge, both in publick and pri- 
vate, on the great Utility of the Goſpel, to diſ- 

— the Excellency of it's Reward — to ſhew 
how beneficial, or rather how neceſſary, it is 
for the Support of Civil Society; how much it 
hath reform'd the World from Corruptions, not 
only by teaching true and reſin'd Notions of the 
Deity, but by enforcing all the Precepts of Mo- 
rality which in Fact ever were in ſome Sort a 
dead Letter, little underſtood and leſs practis'd 
by the Bulk of Mankind, till they were eſta- 
bliſh'd by the Law of God.—Let me not here 
be miſunderſtood: I am not reſting the Truth of 
the Goſpel merely on it's Utility, or it's Correſ- 
_ with the Fitneſs of Things: I well 
now it's Divine Foundation ig 5uz/t on the ſurer 
Word of Prophecy, on Signs and Wonders and 
mighty Deeds: But if Men are convinc'd of the 
Purity of it's Precepts, and it's general Tenden- 
cf 
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cy to advance the Happineſs of Men, and the 
Peace and good Order of Societies, they will be 
thereby induc'd to examine into the Grounds of 
it fairly and impartially : This is really all that 
is wanting: A Man of common Underſtanding 
who will only attend to the Variety of concur- 
rent Proofs that ſupport the Goſpel, will ſee the 
whole ſo fully and clearly authenticated by the 
Finger of God, that he cannot without doing 
Violence to his Reaſon withhold his Afent.--- 
In ſhort, Infidelity can never make any Progreſs 
unleſs where Men are prejudic'd by their Vices 
againſt Religion, or where they will not be at the 

Pains of a fair Examination and Enquiry. 
Laſtly, in order to prevent the Encroach- 
ments of Infidelity, we ought to be very dili- 
gent in guarding againſt the Inroads of Enthu- 
ſiaſm and Hereſy : The firſt by it's ridiculous 
Abſurdities always affords Matter of Triumph 
to the Infidel, the latter is too frequently Infi- 
delity itſelf in Diſguiſe.---Farther, our Enemies 
are well aware (tho' all of us are not ſo) of the 
great Advantage Chriſtianity has reap'd from the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Church of England, which 
hath ſtood for ſo many Years a Bulwark againſt 
_ Superſtition and Impiety, a Model of that Primi- 
tive Church founded by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
e're it was corrupted by the Inventions of Men. 
Her Members 3 exerted themſelves ſo ef- 
fectually in the Defence of Genuine Chriſti- 
anity, and in confuting the Errours of Falſe Re- 
ligion, that it is no Wonder her Conſtitution 
ſhould be formidable alike to Infidels and Pa- 
C 2 piſts: 


( 20 ) 


piſts: Hence both have conſpir'd to weaken her 
Intereſts and to leſſen her Influence. A Separa- 
tion from her Communion on various Pretences 
has been encourag'd and defended. He who 
hath the Honour of being call'd to the Office of 
the Prieſthood after her truly apoſtolical Inſti- 
tution, will think himſelf oblig'd to ſtudy and 
defend her Polity, to maintain her Doctrines 
agreeable as they are to the Word of God, and 
to conform exactly to her Ceremonies ; he will 
be active and vigilant in preventing the Growth 
of Schiſm, and in bringing thoſe into her 
Pale who have hitherto ſhut themſelves - out: 
Well knowing that it is from the Union of Pro- 
teſtants alone, under God, that we ſhall be able 
to make head againſt the combin'd Forces of 
Popery and Infidelity, which in this Caſe, and 
many others, have one common Cauſe, and 
certainly promote the Encreaſe of each other,-- 
Nor let this be deem'd a narrow Way of think- 
ing; for whatever may be ſaid of the Benevo- 
lence of Latitudinarian Principles, 1t is but too 
likely ſuch Principles are too cloſely connected 
with Deiſm. He who hath learnt to think all 
Conſtitutions in the Chriſtian Church of equal 
Authority, will probably ſoon go a Step farther, 
and become indifferent not only to all Modes of 
Worſhip, but to all Syſtems of Religion. How- 
ever, it is neceſſary that we take great Care 
(whilſt we are open and ſteady Advocates for 
the Church of England) that we avoid all Ap- 
earance of Clamour and furious Zeal : For, 
beſides that theſe are more apt to breed uncha- 
ritablg 
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ritable Strife than Conviction, Clamour and Noiſe 
are the conſtant Voice of Prejudice, and will be 
miſtaken for it even where they proceed from 
better Cauſes : Beſides, it is certain that more 
Service will be done to the Church by a calm 
and ſteady Attachment to her Doctrines and 
Diſcipline, than by the moſt active Zeal, if at- 
tended with the Appearance of Paſſion or of 
Fury. | 
1 is now Time we ſhould take a View of the 
Chriſtian Miniſter in a more humble Station, 
but by no means an unimportant one, contend- 
ing with the Ignorance and Obſtinacy of the 
lower Claſs of People. A Man of Learning and 
Education may be at firſt ſtartled at the groſs 
Ignorance that he will ſometimes be a Witneſs 
to; he muſt take care however not to deſpiſe 
thoſe whom it is his Duty to inſtruct, he muſt 
be eaſy of Acceſs, and ready to ſatisfy the Doubts 
and Scruples of the meaneſt People, how frivo- 
lous ſcever they are in themſelves : Nothing muſt 
be beneath his Regard by which a well-mean- 
ing Brother may be offended. And in general 
in all his Diſcourſes he muſt endeavour to teach 
the plaineſt Rudiments of Chriſtianity in the 
plaineſt Way; whatever is above the Capacity of 
his Audience muſt be ſtudiouſly avoided ; he 
muſt labour rather to be underſtood than ad- 
mir'd, rather to be uſeful than to acquire the 
Reputation of Learning merely from being un- 
intelligible. Ignorance indeed, if join'd with Self- 
conceit, which is ſometimes the Caſe, is incapa- 
ble of Remedy; and indeed where Perſons are 
- | grown 
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grown up without any Education, we ſhall be 
diſappointed if we expect they will make any 
great Progreſs in Learning, however diligent we 
are in teaching: Let none of us then neglect to 
ſow the Seeds of Chriſtian Knowledge in the 
younger Minds.—Short and judicious Explana- 
gons of our Church Catechiſm may probably 
have an excellent Effect on the riſing Genera- 
tion, and may make them Proof againſt Enthu- 
ſiaſts, who never fail making a Prey of the ig- 
norant, and are often ſeen to lead whole Multi- 
tudes after them in a Phrenzy, if the Diligence 
or proper Conduct of the Miniſter doth not pre- 
vent it. 
The Perverſeneſs of theſe People is the Effect 
of their low Education and is ſometimes a grie- 
vous Torment to their Teacher. It is highly 
neceſſary for their own Sake as well as his, that 
he preſerve a due Authority amongſt them. This 
will be moſt likely to be effected by an affable, 
courteous, but yet a manly Behaviour. An Af- 
fectation of Superiority will have the Appearance 
of Pride which is always diſguſtſul, and they 
will not fail to mortify it ſufficiently by the moſt 
provoking Inſolence and ill-bred Contempt. A 
Superiority is therefore to be maintain'd without 
much Appearance of it: A prudent Man whilſt 
he diſdains not to treat the meaneſt of his Flock 
with Civility and Kindneſs, and to oblige them 
in leſſer Matters, will take care never to com- 
ply with them when they are unreaſonable, nor 
will he on any Account deſcend ſo low as to 
admit them into any Thing like a rude Familia- 
rity 
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rity with him: And if from his general Conduct 
they once entertain a good Opinion of his Cha- 
racter and Abilities, and learn to think him their 
real Friend, he need not fear they will treat 
him with Reſpect; he will be hearken'd to on 
all Occaſions, his Reproofs will always have 
their full Weight, when they are perſuaded that 
all his Admonitions are intended for their Good. 

Again: Prudence will direct us to have an 
eſpecial Regard to our own perſonal Conduct in 
Times of political Conteſts. We mult firſt take 
great heed leſt Warmth of Temper at thoſe 
Seaſons ſhould hurry us into ſuch Behaviour as 
we ſhall condemn in our cooler Moments.—As 
to the Part that we may be oblig'd to bear in 
them ourſelves, it is without Doubt our Dut 
to act agreeably to our own Judgment in ſuch 
Manner as ſeems to us moſt conducive to the 
Intereſt of our King and Country.—No reaſon- 
able Man can cenſure us for this :---But we muſt 
be very cautious leſt Zeal for what we think a 
good Cauſe ſhould tranſport us fo far as to make 
us forgetful of Chriſtian Charity. On the con- 
trary, we ſhould labour to remove all contracted 
Notions which Party may inſpire in others, and 
ſhew our own Benevolence by reſcuing, as far 
as we can, worthy Characters from that Torrent 
of Detraction and Abuſe which always prevails 
on ſuch Occaſions; and by carefully allowing 
due Commendation to real Worth wherever we 
meet with it. Perſonal Merit is moſt certainly 
not confin'd to any one Set of Men, and may, 

no doubt, be found in thoſe who differ very 
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widely in their political Sentiments. --- By ſuch 
chaviour we may hope to be on friendly Terms 
with thoſe who differ from us in Opinion, and 
may perhaps be the happy Inſtruments of re- 
conciling Differences, and promoting Unity and 
Concord.—-But if on the other Hand, we are 
found to foment civil Diſcord, to inflame; in- 
ſtead of ſoothing, the Madneſs of Party Zeal ; 
if we become the low Agents of any Faction, we 
muſt not expect that our Exhortations to Peace 
and Charity will have any Weight; our Lot will 
moſt probably be, to be hated by our Adverſa- 
ries, and deſpis'd at the Bottom even by thoſe in 
whoſe Service we have proſtituted our Office 

and our Characters. 6 
As to the Poverty and Diſtreſſes of the infe - 
rior Clergy, a few Words ſhall ſuffice. They are 
in their humble Station to ſhew their Wiſdom 
by Frugality and Contentment : This may be 
thought an hard Leſſon ; but ſurely it is not un- 
reaſonable that they themſelves ſhould learn that 
Virtue which they every Day preach to others. 
---Peſides, it is their real Intereſt to learn it; for 
it ſeems very certain that he who eats the Bread 
of Poverty in a lower Station of Life, free from 
the Tortures of Ambition and Diſcontent, is by 
far more happy than thoſe who in more affluent 
Circumſtances, are in a State of ſervile Depen- 
dency, of endeavouring to advance themſelves by 
ſuch means as will wound their Conſcience and 
deſtroy their Repoſe. Belides, whatever Faults 
the preſent Age may be juſtly chargeable with, 
Want of Humanity is moſt certainly not one 5 
| the 
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the Number. A Man of Integrity and Character 
will be moſt likely to find Friends, who though 
they may not be able to advance him in Life, 
will not ſuffer him to want the Neceſſaries and 
Conveniences of it. If any farther Motive to 
Contentment be wanting, let him remember that 
his Bleſſed Lord bad not where to lay his Head, 
and that he is in the Service of a gracious Maſ- 
ter; who will never permit the Righteous to be 
utterly for ſaken, nor his Seed to beg their Bread. 

Jam ſenſible that I have by no means touch'd 

upon all the Difficulties we are to expect in the 
Diſcharge of our Office, and that there are ma- 
ny other Caſes in which we may be put to ſe- 
vere Trials. I ſhall eaſily be excus'd from en- 
tering minutely into any farther Particulars; 
the great Variety of Tempers, Characters, and 
Circumſtances that we muſt be engag'd with 
at ſeveral Times, will make it endleſs to attempt 
a particular Deſcription of each. But in general, 
Prudence muſt be our Guide in all Caſes ; it is 
eſſentially neceſſary in every Branch of our Duty; 
it muſt influence every Part of our Conduct, or 
our Conduct cannot be unblameable: Our Ad- 
monitions will have no Effe& without it, and 
even a right Action will often loſe it's Merit by 
being done in an improper Manner. 

All our Diſcretion however will be in vain, if 
we do not add to the Wiſdom of Serpents the 
Harmleſſneſs of Doves. Prudence will be juſtly 
call'd low Cunning, Craft or Subtlety, if Integri- 
ty of Life and Converſation be wanting.---I need 


not * on this Subject; every Man feels the 
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Force of that cutting Rebuke- hon that teat h- 
et another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf? I ſhall there- 
fore only obſerve, that it is not enough that a 
Clergyman's moral Character be unblameable ; 
ſuch Innocence as is worthleſs is here extremely 
criminal. He is to be inſtant in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon, to labour for the Salvation of his own 
Soul as well as thoſe committed to his Care, and 
muſt therefore be active and vigilant in the Diſ- 
charge of his Office. Should this be neglected, 
and his holy Function be conſider'd merely as an 
Addition to his Revenues in Life--Let him know 
that he is guilty of betraying his Truſt, his Lord 
and Maſter's Cauſe; and woe unto that Man by 
whom the Son of Man is thus betray'd, better 
were it for him he had never been born. 

Upon the Whole, we ought to be thankful 
that we are not fallen into ſuch Times as might 
require us to lay down our Lives for the Truth. 
We have the quiet Enjoyment of our Religion 
and Worſhip ; God grant we ever may.—Difh- 
culties, 'tis true, we have to combat with, and 
theſe muſt be expected whilſt the Church is in 
a militant State.--But whatever we have to diſ- 
treſs us, let us look up to the Excellency of the 
Reward that awaits thoſe who fight a good Fight 
and acquit themſelves well in this State of Trial, 
This holy Hope will animate us to follow the 
Examples of thofe who have gone before us, and 
like them we ſhall continue ftedfaſt, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the Work of the Lord, aſ- 
ſur'd as we are, that our Labaur will not be in 
vain in the Lord. 
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